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1. DESCRIPTION OF THE POST-DOC TOPIC 

1.1. Title : 
Deep learning-based reconstruction for 3D ultrasonic imaging 

1.2. Context:  
3D data acquisition for ultrasonic imaging uses probes made of a matrix of sensors. For reasons of physical space, 
connectivity and control, only a small fraction of these sensors can be activated. Furthermore this type of acquisition 
leads to a very important data stream, which limits the imaging speeds less than 20 frames/s. One strategy to 
overcome these problems is to reduce the number of acquired ultrasound lines and develop method for 
reconstruction the the so-obtained subsampled volume. 

1.3. Objective: 
The compressed sensing techniques are well suited to this type of reconstruction and have been applied to this 
problem at Creatis [1-2]. However, compressed sensing-based reconstruction involves solving a minimization problem 
of very large dimensions. The numerical solution of this problem has led to the development of many iterative 
algorithms based on convex relaxation techniques or greedy algorithms. Unfortunately, none of these algorithms 
currently achieves computing speeds compatible with real-time acquisition of the ultrasound images. 
In this context, the objective of this work is to develop an alternative method of reconstruction, based on a deep 
neural network (DNN), whose architecture will reduce the computation time by several orders of magnitude . The 
application of the DNN image reconstruction problems is a very recent topic [3-6] and iis application to ultrasound 
images is still unexplored. 
As a consequence, a number of key points will have to be addressed in this work: 

• The selection of the neural network type. In particular, the formulations based on convolutional networks, 
simple, variational or recurring autoencoders [5-8] will have to be examined. 

• The selection of a sub-sampling strategy, which has to be adapted to the ultrasound acquisition and must also 
allow to optimize the reconstruction DNN [9-10] 

1.4. Methodology: 
The development of DNNs suited to representation and reconstruction of ultrasound data will be based on python 
Keras and Theano libraries, which allow automatic differentiation and implicit GPU deployment. The developed 
approach will be optimized and evaluated in terms of computing time/accuracy trade-off, first on 3D ultrasound data 
from numerical simulations and on experimental data acquired on ex vivo organs using the research ultrasound 
scanner available at Creatis. 
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2. APPLICATION:  

2.1. Profile 
PhD in machine learning, showing a very good experience regarding approaches based on deep neural networks. 

2.2. Modalities 
Curriculum + cover letter to be sent to denis.friboulet@creatis.insa-lyon.fr  and fabien.millioz@univ-lyon1.fr before 
November 15, 2016 

2.3. Funding: 
Funding for this post-doc is provided by the Labex PREMES. The expected net monthly salary is € 2,100. 
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